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I N the know « HE

Architects and their toys

We asked some local architects what con-
struction toys they may have played with when
they were children. Here's what they had to say.

STEPHEN HRUBY
Founding principal
Architects Unlimited, Naples

1 was a collector of blocks. All kinds: Lincoln
logs, Block City, Brick City ... You name it, |
probably had a set. As an only child living in a
rural area in Pennsylvania, | spent hours building
fantasy cities with my blocks and small model
trucks and cars. it was my make-believe world.

| guess that had some impact in me becom-
ing not only an architect but an urban designer
as well. I'm still | envisioning urban environ-
ments, only on a real scale now.

And | still play with architectural toys. My wife
only buys me one gift: Lego architacture bricks.
I'm collecting and building the entire collection.

JOYCE OWENS
Architect and director
Architecture Joyce
Owens, Fort Myers
and Naples

| have four broth-
ers. We played with
Lincoln Logs and the
Erector set, building
buildings to go on the
big — it was really
big! — family train
set. We also made a
lot of forts. | wasn'ta girly-type. | didn't have a
Barbie doll. | had to keep up with my brothers,
whatever they were doing. | never thought I'd
ben an architect, though. | thought I'd be a
veterinarian.

OWENS

ELAINE MILLER
President
Sunceast Architect
inc., Englewood

| never, ever played
with Lego bricks. |
never thought about
being an architect
until | was a young
adult. | didn't know | MILLER
had a predisposition
to construction.

The only toy | played with that | could relate
to construction would be Tinkertoys. | was
totally enthralled with them and the patterns of
geometry that could be created.

The Design a Building
Challenge

We were curious to see how the three architects
above would play as adults, so we provided them
each with the same Lego kit. However, we threw
away the bax, so they have no idea what the build-
ing is supposad to lock like.

We want them to create a building of their
own design, using only the Lego blocks and
their own imagination and expertise.

We gave them a week in which to complete
their project. Next week, we'll show you what
they came up with.
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