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Conduit Street

Atop-drawer designer street housing Alexander McQueen'’s stunning new HQ.

 looking for
reethad

playing thers

mg Shop openmgs

(non-sticky), and.gone without
 cigarettes for the éntire soiree, The
first example of this phenomenion wa:
spotted.in July, with the opening of the
- new Niketown store: official launch
Tuesday; but open to the public the.
Saturday before, “We're justiesting it
out before it opens properly,™ a Nike:
sales assistant explained with blinding
clarity. The Levi's storeonRegent
Street,meanwhile, enstired maximum
- publicity recently by havingan-

Minimum fuss

‘The gloves are off. If you've had nothing
betterto do recently, you might have
noticed a fight to the death of excess
taking place in Mayfair. Slate-grey,
taupe and dazzling gallery-white are
being used by one store against another
in a war of minimalism on those fashion
alleys, Bond Street and Conduit Street.
That John Pawson started it with his
exercise in anal retention, Jigsaw.
YMC, Calvin Klein, Kurt Geiger,
Donna Karan... they’ve all taken the
spiritual route to emptiness, with only

“Opening Week”, running a series of
“club.eventsevery evening: - ‘
-~ The new Alexandeér McQueen store
in Conduit Street, London W1 (left) had
its official launch last night— bt has
been open for a week already. A triumph
of stark architecture and naturatlight,
its centrepiece, a revolving glass:
was unveiledin frontofa

select:200 guests: McQueen has also

< ‘installed ahuge giass display-case,

housing a tableau from his current
“collection, complete with snewstorm.

- “We've been surprised by the variety
of customers coming i, a delighted
‘Spokesperson said: You, too,.can feel
‘partofLondon’s avant-garde by check=
ing out the merchandise for yourseif.
s not as expensive (oras intimidating)
as you’d think: LauraCraik

theatrical. Now Dolce & Gabbana has
opened its ice palace by David
Chipperfield. Mr C likes to call it
“monochrome and monolithic”, and,
with sharp white walls, and Basaltina
stone ﬂoors, benches, stairs and cash
erts.mly a paradme for people

U's that? Ding. ding,
n. Issey Miyake, on Conduit
Stree, is slowly peeling off its hoarding.
Go on Issey, how white can'you go?
Dolce & Gabbana, 6/8 Old Bond Street,

urrently featuring snow a!\d

backers, Onward Ka

becomes the McQueen headquarters.

Fabourg St Honore. Mﬂan has Via
Monte Napoleone and even the
tropolis that taste forgof, LA,
- has Rodeo Drive. Before 2000,
~ Liondon had two heavyweight
rivals, Sloane Street and-Bond
Bi

is home to the
d flagship store
ned in 1997.“We were
~ the pioneers’; is the word from the
/ boutique at No 44 In fashion years
| one could say that Westwood, ©
open
sheep still grazed-an Oxford Cireus.
~She was jomed by designer stand-
alo;

- af No 28, In anticipation of 2000,

|- YMC (No 6), Alexander McQueen

| (No47) and Issey Miyake (No 52)-

- opened on the street last month.
Conduxt Street, the. ym.mg

- “a total fluke" - He says;

, Window shopping: McQueen'is at No 47 - follow the map (right)

pretendel formerly ashort cut
between Regent and Bond Street,
telyhas youth on ns 51d ;

“removed from Bond Street gi
 Ralph Lauren and Cal

Like attracts like. Cond
‘Street's designers are fashi
mavericks. While Bond Street

is populated by cohcepmﬁl desig
- disciples: Bond Street is the retail
~beatof Mt and Mrs Anns é)eale;

Street grows organically:
The street’s r'eput.mon has 5
vnochxng to do with real estate:
pulling strings. YMC

8¢
- | ‘designer Frazer Moss calls the-

hype surrounding Conduit

Ne auly
had no idea Conduit Street would
suddenly get all this attention.”

‘Moss did; however, cuthis teeth in.

the Westwo studio which may

Kleinas: -
|- Macy Grey s froni Celine Dion: .

McQueen still holding a torch for the

i} whv YMG feltat home on.
Conduit Street,
I ne Uut s beﬂ Gt

and lthmkxh ther designers on
Condmt Street share that vibe,

p‘ grammed towards a consume

'nd show-oftmentﬂ\ht Co d\uy

Am
- geogr
cluster in Conduit are onthe edg
+ of Bond Street. The Versace:

S Palazzoon Bund Street looks like

W1, 0171-659 9000.

0 debut displa vhe_ e had ‘revoh g
nannequin; ée>1gned by

- don't have to go mto the Shop to
o | Dinderstar exacriy what McQu en
isabout




